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THE 22ND ANNUAL

QURAN AND TAJWEED CONTEST
STUDY GUIDE

Participation Guidelines:

You may choose to be tested in the language you desire (Arabic or English).
The competition will be an Oral Assessment.

You will be tested on the "In the Shade of the Ayat" and
"Quran- Knowledge and Action."

The "What's the Big Idea" is for the sake of understanding the Surah as a whole and will
not be used for testing.

May Allah (Swt) reward you for your endeavor! All the best!
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“About what are they asking
one another? About the great
news” Surah an-Naba’ is
named after the word (an-
Naba') mentioned in its second
ayah, which means (the news).
Do you know what does Allah
(dk) want to tell us here? He
() wants to tell us something
about the Day of Judgment.

GRADE 1

NABA‘| THE GREAT NEWS

IN THE SHADE OF
THE AYAT

MAC

KNOWLEDGE
AND ACTION

| always choose to do good
deeds - which Allah (Jl)

loves and commands - so

that He is pleased with me

and takes me to His Jannah.
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GRADE 2 MAE
JUMUAH | THE BEST DAY UPON WHICH THE SUN HAS RISEN
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“Blessed is He in whose hand is
dominion, and He is over all things
competent."This surah tells us that
to Allah alone belongs the dominion
of everything in this worldly life and
in the Hereafter. He created the
heavens and the earth, beautified
the sky with the stars, controlled the
birds in the sky, provided for man
the faculties of hearing, seeing and
understanding, and provided for him
food and drink to sustain him - so
since Allah (Jz) alone has the
dominion and He is over all things
competent, He is exclusively worthy
of being worshiped.

(13) 293.2.17 c.,Jl:\.B (ga.!.i ,é.;g i." og).@pi 9| PSjgé ig).u.llg
And conceal your speech or publicize it; indeed, He
is Knowing of that within the breasts.” As Muslims,
we know that Allah SWT knows what we say but also
what is hidden within ourselves and what thoughts
are crossing our minds. Therefore, the Muslim should
only say what pleases Allah () and avoid what
dlspleoses Him. )

) |9=J .JJ 949)) v_lu.ml u| PSS))J 6J| 135 u.ol
if He withheld His provision? But they have persisted
in arrogance and aversion (to the truth).”

Muslims believe that Allah (Jls) alone is the Sustainer
and that no one can stop something gifted to you by
Him. We often think that these bounties come in the
form of money, only. But we should know that Allah
grants blessings in ways such as beauty, health,
happiness, the love of people, and more. We need
to be mindful of all these blessings and know that
they are from Allah (dJz) alone.

MAC
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GRADE 4 MA@
MA’ARIJ | THE ASCENT

IN THE SHADE OF
2815 Llsy Jilo Jlo THE AYAT

“R supElicqn’r asked for a
punishment bound to happen.”This
surah was revealed as a response

to those who inquired about the
Day of Judgment and denied the
punishment of that Day. The
disbelievers of Makkah used to
doubt the occurrence of the Last
Day. They believed that there is no
life after death. Allah (Jls)
renounced their claims in this surah
and informed them that His
punishment is bound to happen. On
the other hand, the believers are
advised to do as much good deeds
as they can to save themselves from
the punishment of the Day of
Judgment and to get admitted to
Jannah.

KNOWLEDGE
AND ACTION

Establishing the five daily
prayers on their due times
and with humbleness is the
first thing my Lord will ask me
about on the Day of
Judgement. So, let’s ensure
that we perform them
properly as they could be the

reason behind our safety
from the punishment and the
attainment of Allah’s
pleasure with us and His

Jannah.
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GENERAL THEME

The Surah revolves around three
main topics. It upholds the
Prophethood of Muhammad ()
and emphasizes his freedom from
what the polytheists accused him
of. Although he had the best
character, the disbelievers of
Makkah denied him. So, Allah (J)
presented to them the story of the
owners of the garden to warn them
the consequence of denying the
blessings of Allah ({z). Then Surah
was concluded with the command
to the Prophet (££) to be patient
with the disbelievers of Makkah and
not to haste to leave them as
Prophet Ylnus (pbuh) did when he
left his people.

GRADE S5

IN THE SHADE OF
THE AYAT

(4) gulac ,_91: Ll d:l’ “And indeed, you are of a great moral
character.” This is a clear testimony from Allah (i) that the Prophet

(#2) had the best character ever. This implies that he was disciplined
with the teachings of the Qur'an. When Lady ‘Ayshah RA was asked
about the character of the Messenger of Allah ({l), she said: “His
character was the Qur'an,” that is, he did what Allah (Jlz) commanded
him to do, and avoided what He forbade him from doing. Therefore, we
Muslims should have a good example in our Prophet (#£), as our Lord
(d5) instructed us, “There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of
Allah an excellent example” And the Prophet () soud about himself: “
am certainly sent fo comple’re the honorable manners.”
(l7)umole‘n)aadlgmusl.)ld;all o E °Ib9.blAS g.bbl
“Indeed, We have tried them as We tried The companions of the garden
when they swore to cut its fruit in the [early] morning.” Allah ()
presented to the polytheists of Makkah the story of the owners of the
garden to awaken them from their haughtiness and delusion. Allah (J5)
tested the people of Makkah with many blessings. He (dlz) gave them
peace, security, and sustenance. He ({ls) caused provision to reach
them from everywhere and facilitated for them the two trade trips of
winter and summer. But when He (dlz) completed His blessings upon
them by sending a messenger from among themselves to guide them to
what is the best for them in this world and the next, they denied these
blessings of Allah (4lz) the same way the owners of the garden did. The
similarity between their condition and that of the owners of the garden
is the refusal to seek the pleasure of Allah (Jlz) and be grateful to Him.

MAC

KNOWLEDGE
AND ACTION

| must acknowledge the
countless blessings of Allah
by adhering to His commands
and avoiding His prohibitions
and taking Prophet
Muhammad (&) as an
example by obeying Allah
and His messenger and

follow the footsteps of the
Prophet ().
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GENERAL THEME

SUrah al-Hujurat presents very important
principles of faith and regulations
relating to manners and discipline of the
Muslims. Some scholars called it,
“Saratul-Akhlaqg”. It teaches us to respect
and follow Allah’s religion and give
precedence to His law over our opinion.
The most important manner a believer
should learn is to respect and appreciate
the Messenger of Allah (%), because
behaving well with the Prophet ()
means behaving well with Allah ().
Also, the surah teaches us how to
interact with people - we don't mock
them, we don't backbite one another, we
don't call each other names, we avoid
negative assumptions, and we check out
information coming from questionable
sources. And we believe that all Muslims
are equal; no superiority for a believer
over another except in taqwa.

IN THE SHADE OF
THE AYAT
pS.lsd d.UI |9.nJ|9

pSJpl 0 |9>J..ols Opl ug.uognjl Lcul
(10)0935}.\ “The believers are bu‘r brothers, so make settlement
between your brothers. And fear Allah that you may receive
mercy."The believers are declared brothers and sisters - they
cannot be other than that, for whenever this bond of brotherhood
disappears, faith disappears. Eeman is evident in the way we deal
with others, we love and support each other despite our
differences in lineage, color and language. However, if shaytan
causes two factions to dispute, we should hasten to bring
reconciliation between them, to deserve receiving the mercy of

Allah

Jilds Geaid ,_,ulg_ 53 0s PS_..n.b 61 Gl GG
(13) > P;J.c ali UI C@S.m.vl a i aue PSA)Sl ol ‘lgs,l.o...l

“O mankind, indeed, We have created you from male and female
and made you peoples and tribes that you may know one another.
Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most
righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted.” Allah
(ds) created all humans equal - There is no superiority for a male
over a female, nor for a race or color over another race or color
except in tagwa. Fearing Allah and doing good deeds are the only
factors that would bring someone closer to Allah than someone
else.

MAC

KNOWLEDGE
AND ACTION

If | see two of my friends
disputing or fighting each
other, | try my best to
reconcile between them
both. And | do not speak ill of
one in front of the other, so
as not to let enmity and
dispute be increased
between them.
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GENERAL THEME

Surah Al-Hadid is a Madinan surah,
and its name signifies its purpose.
The surah aimed to cultivate a
strong Muslim nation that is armed
with firm faith through knowledge
of its Lord, as its opening verses
mention many of Allah's beautiful
names. It also calls for the
strengthening of the Muslim
community through striving and
charity, as it contains most of the
words related to charity in the
Qur'an. Additionally, the surah
encourages arming the community
with iron, symbolizing strength in
industry, civilization, and military
power, and it uniquely mentions
the revelation of iron.

GRADE 7

IN THE SHADE OF
THE AYAT

(11) oS 351 5 A dksLAz8 Uaias L3S Al b)) sl 15 008
“Who is it that will lend to Allah a good loan which Allah will
multiply "'many times over’ for them, and they will have an
honourable reward?” Allah, Almighty, is so generous with us. He has
provided us with sustenance and wealth, and when He calls us to
give in His way, He asks us to consider this giving as a loan—a
temporary gift that He will return to us multiplied many times over
on the Day of Judgment. How generous You are, O Allah!

(25) wll é.g_;pg ’.:u._».‘—b u‘;:i.s 9 b;&di U)Ji§ “And We sent
down iron with its great might, benefits for humanity”
Scientists discovered in the early 2Ist century that the atomic
structure of iron cannot form on Earth or on any planet within the
solar system. It has been scientifically established that the iron
present on Earth came down from the sky via meteors that struck
the planet during its formative stages. This affirms the truth of the
message and the truthfulness of the Messenger, as he does not
speak from his own desire; it is only revelation that is revealed to
him.

MAE

KNOWLEDGE
AND ACTION

| always strive to give charity
for the sake of Allah.
Sometimes it's with a smile
for my brother or sister, other
times by donating my
allowance, helping a Muslim
in need, or removing harm
from the path.

| am always keen on
reflecting upon the meanings
and rulings of the Quran, as
everything revealed within it
is divine guidance from Allah
and holds goodness and
guidance for us.
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GENERAL THEME

The Strah conveyed to the Muslims
the good news that the peace treaty
of al-Hudaybiyah [set between them

and the disbelievers of Makkah] was a
victory and a conquest. This news
filled their hearts with tranquility and
removed from them the distress
caused by the prevention of
performing ‘umrah. Because of this
treaty, they were able to deliver the
message of Islam peacefully and
widely. Allah became pleased with
those who pledged allegiance to the
Prophet (££) underneath the tree.
They were told that they will soon be
allowed to enter the Sacred House of
Makkah to perform ‘umrah.

(4) Laxss Lagke Al 585 ‘uo;3 35 s adini 3915 alls ...
“And to Allah belong the soldiers of the heavens and the earth,
and ever is Allah Knowing and Wise."If Allah () wills something
for His slaves, there will be plenty of soldiers of His who would
carry out His commands as He wills - for He is the All-Knowing -
who knows the limit and capacity of His slaves and their needs.
He is the Wise, Who grants them what benefits them and
chooses the perfect time to fulfil His commands.}...

Vst 15315 35045 pgie casll Al islads igisle Guili 41T 565
(29)

“Allah has promised those who believe and do righteous deeds
among them forgiveness and a great reward."The believer, who
believes in Allah (dlz) alone and seeks to please Him by doing
good deeds, will receive forgiveness from Him. His shortcomings
will be pardoned, and he is promised to receive a great reward
on the Day of Judgment. Therefore, the believer must be heedful
whenever a disobedience is committed; he should remember
that the pleasure of this worldly life is but a short amusement
and that with Allah ({lz) alone is the eternal happiness.

MAE

| always have good
expectations of Allah ({s)
and know that hardships
were placed in my path so
that | learn from them and
they benefit me. There is
nothing decreed by Allah
(dl) for His believing servants

except something good.
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Sl a3 530 3 o2 B 35305
(21)} “And mention, [O N(uhommod], the
brother of 'Ad, when he warned his
people in the [region of] al-Ahqgaf -
.."Surah al-Ahgaf discusses the
message of Prophet Muhammad (&%) in
details - we learn that Allah (dJ)
appointed him as the last Messenger
and sent him to both the men and the
jinn, comprehensively. The messages of
the early Prophets and Messengers
were concluded by the message of
Muhammad (&%). The Story of 'Ad is
presented in this surah as a reminder to
the Prophet (££) that other Messengers
before him faced similar difficulties
while inviting their nations to the
worship of One Lord. So, consistency in
this pursuit along with patience and
seeking the reward from Allah (J}5) are
lessons to be learned from their stories.

(15) ... b}S aindss b3S adl ailas Ulind] aiilsy Hoinidi Lindss
“And We have enjoined upon man, to his péren’rs, good treatment.
His mother carried him with hardship.."Allah (dls) commands man
to obey his parents and offer them the utmost respect in all
aspects - communicate with them kindly, be in their service
constantly, take care of their needs and try to please them in every
way. After making general command to be good to both parents,
Allah (Jl5) specified the mother with a reminder to her children to
be good to her for all the physical effort she endured in the
process of her pregnancy for nine months and for the countless
hours and nights she put into raising them.

(13) ¢b 35 peile 935 db igaliinl & alii W il Gaali &)
093523 “Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah," and then
remained on a right course - there will be no fear concerning them,
nor will they grieve."Allah (k) described those who are firm in faith
- who believed in His Lordship and Divinity and remained steadfast
upon the straight path doing righteous deeds - He described them
as those who do not fear any harm that may afflict them, and they
do not grieve over anything they may lose. That is because they
know that since they are following the right path and doing
righteous deeds, they won't be disgraced; Allah (dl) will protect
them and hep them to put up with the hardships and trials they
face in this worldly life.
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(2) e.oj&.l‘l’ g|£).;.|i§ (1) U39 Surah Ya Seen is a Makkan Surah, full of proofs of eeman. Its aim is to establish a firm foundation of faith. The

surah elaborates on the distinction between the believers and the disbelievers and the outcome of their choice. It consoles the Prophet ()

by relating to him the stories of the messengers before him - like the story of the people of the city to whom Allah (dl5) sent three messengers

supporting each other, yet they rejected their messages and refused to believe them or obey them. The surah also emphasizes the inevitable

occurrence of the Resurrection and the ability of Allah ({l) to bring man back to life after death - as He has created him from nothing in the

first place. The creation of the earth and the universe is a manifestation of Allah’s (J) existence; He (Jlz) created the day and the night, the
GENERAL sun and the moon, and made the planets move in their orbits with great precision. He (dl) created the cattle for man and subjected them for

THEME their use (as food and ride) ... in all are signs of the existence of Allah (Jlz) and signs of His perfect ability.

(12) U.u.o ?Lol ) d.uua>l ;,_,uJ .JSg p.b)_:lsg |9.a.\9 L t.AﬁS.Ig ,_,Jy\]l ,_,:u O35 bl “It is certainly We Who resurrect the dead, and write what
they send forth and what they leave behind. Everything is listed by Us in a perfec’r Record.” Allah SWT has promised that after death there is
life and judgment. In this verse, He assures us that nothing is lost with Him; He records all that a person has done in their life and every impact
of their deeds. For example, if someone teaches another how to read, the reward of that act continues to be recorded as long as the
student reads, thanks to their teacher. If someone repairs a road, the reward is recorded as long as the road remains open and usable
through their effort. And whoever sets a good example that others follow will receive their reward and the reward of everyone who follows
them. Thus, in the Book of Alloh the reword of ’rhose who do good is never lost.

IN THE (54) Ug.lnsu P.uS L lll Ug)x 35 |. w.uu P.le 3 ?9.“.“9 “On that Day no soul will be wronged in the least, nor will you be rewarded
SHADE except for what you used to do.” A i s esrtidemse i Al justice, knowing that He does not let the reward of good deeds go to
OF THE waste, nor does He wrong anyone by punishing them without due cause. Everyone will be rewarded exactly according to their actions, no

AYAT more and no less. This also teaches us that Allah alone judges His servants on the Day of Judgment, and He alone has the right to determine

their righteousness or corruption. Therefore, a Muslim should refrain from judging the faith or character of others, as this is the domain of the
Lord of all, who has promised a fair judgment where no one is wronged.

A Muslim does not merely declare eeman in Allah ({k) - the Lord of the worlds - and submission to Him
verbally without doing actions. Iman must be validated by doing good deeds and remaining steadfast
upon the path of truth and in obedience to Allah’s (Js) commands.

KNOWLEDGE &
ACTION
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(35) l.ngi gg‘édi é_;.é L Gl 2}3 ols CISB.;;é “And gold ornament. But all that is not but the enjoyment of worldly life.”Surah Az-Zukhruf is one of

seven surahs that are opened with the letters of (Ha Meem). It reminds us of Allah (dlz) the Creator, whose Lordship is undeniable - every sane

person acknowledges it - He ({lz) created the heavens and the earth and subjected them to man. Therefore, He ({k) is the deity worthy of being

worshiped alone.The surah is named after the word zukhruf which means (ornament). It refers to the ornamental decorations people usually use

GENERAL 1o beautify their homes. Allah () draws a parallel by depicting the worldly life as something no more than a decoration (a temporary pleasure),
THEME  whereas the Hereafter is better and permanent - reserved for the righteous ones.

(67) U.m.:a.ll SI ;:\.i vasd P.g;asu .\.i.é§3 s)l>UI “Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the righteous"Those who
befriend each other in the disobediehce of Allah and what displeases Him, will turn to become enemies of one another on the Day of Judgement,
blaming each other for the consequences of their evil actions and the punishment they will receive. However, the righteous believers are friends in
this world as well as in the Hereafter - they rejoice over meeting each other in obedience to Allah and what pleases Him [in this world]. And on the
Day of Judgmen‘r they will Jejoice over meeting one another seated on the royal beds of Paradise, facing each other. (
(36) ,_,J)s A 589 Ln.E.L."b A uAid) ,_,.‘p).ll )S.\ O£ U 389 -"And whoever is blinded from remembrance of the Most Merciful - We appoint for
IN THE him a devil, and he is to him a companion.”Allah (dls) decreed that when man becomes heedless of His Lord ({s) shaytan finds his way to his heart -
SHADE he commands him to do bad deeds and becomes his evil partner, whispering evil to him and beautifying it for him. Therefore, it is imperative for a
OF THE Muslim to always remember Allah (dlz) and draw closer to Him seeking His protection against the whisper and deception of shaytan, and the
AYAT  consequences ¢ of the qu deeds.
(8)ox |fu.$a|| Y ¢U| Uo'j'il CH d.ll sladl 9 tS-\-“ ab3 “And it is Allah who is [the only] deity in the heaven, and on the earth [the only] deity.
An He is the Wise, the Knowmg "Allah (allja) alone is the only object of worship in the heavens and on the earth. All creatures deify Him, willing and
unwillingly. They all are submissive to Him. They neither can bring themselves benefit nor harm them, nor cause life or death. Allah ({l5) has no
partner on earth as the polytheists claimed when they worshiped the idols and ascribed to Him the angels as His daughters. And He has no son as
the Christians claimed that Jesus is son of God. For He is the All-Wise, the All-Knowing. He is perfect in His wisdom, perfect in His knowledge, Self-
Sufficient, in nged of no > SN, no dough’rer and no partner.
(20) ,_,9;53:6 SI p.b | p.l.: Se i p.e.l L gp.é_:.u.c L S>3 H(R) 9] |9]|.9§ “And they said, “If the Most Merciful had willed, we would not have
worshipped them.” They have of that no knowledge. They are not but falsifying."The polytheists of Makkah said in a sarcastically: “If Allah had not
willed for us to worship the idols, we would not have worshiped them. He could have turned us away from worshiping them. He is aware of what
we are doing, and He did not punish us for that.” Allah, the Almighty, replied: “They are just speculating and falsifying things with no knowledge.”
Their argument is baseless. How could they assume that Allah would will for them kufr, while no creature can encompass anything of His
knowledge!?
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(2) Ijegj 2338 Abj Casd) 3°S; SQratu-Maryam is a unique SUrah, as in most of its dyat the term (mercy) occurred. The name of Allah, [Ar-Rahman

-The Entirely Merciful] is mentioned sixteen times and the word [rahmah - mercy] is mentioned four times. This implies that Allah (Jl=) wants to

send His mercy upon His slaves to ease their difficulties, that which seem to people something impossible. Allah granted Zakaria, who was an old

man and whose wife was barren, a son (Yahya), as He had blessed Maryam with a son (‘Eesa), who was enabled to speak in his infancy to prove

GENERAL  his mother’s innocence. By Allah’s mercy, His slaves will be admitted to gardens of eternity. And by His mercy, those in hardship are assisted and
THEME their affairs are eased, and their pain is alleviated.

(76) 1 .)ji 3459 blg.l v_b) Jig ju> Sl w.n_dlg ‘Sib |9.ub| UJ.)JI d.l.ll .)J 39 “And Allah increases those who were guided in guidance, and
the enduring good deeds are better to your Lord for reward and better for recourse "When the believer seeks the guidance of Allah ({5) and takes
the path of righteousness, Allah (J5) facilitates it for him and increases the sources of guidance for him. It is by doing good deeds one will benefit
himself on the Day of Judgment and earns himself the reward he deserves. A disobedient act may seem pleasant, but its pleasure soon disappears
while its consequence stays in this world and will be punished in the Hereafter. On the other hand, an obedient act may seem hard and tiring, but
INTHE hardness soon dlsoppeqrs while its rewgrd and pleasurg remains for the believer in this world as well as in the Hereafter.
SHADE (96)1 39 U.A>).|| (&él Jasiwo u.zLanI Ig.ln.r-g |9m|s S ul ‘Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds - the Most Merciful will
OF THE appoint for them affection.”The Believers who are adherent to doing righteous deeds are promised to be granted the love of Allah (Jls) and the
AYAT love of His creatures, as mentioned in the hadeeth: “When Allah (=) loves a servant of His, He calls on Jibreel (saying), "Indeed, | love (so-and-so),
so love him.” Jibreel [will love him and] calls on [the inhabitants of] the heavens to love him, [they will love him], then love of his will be put [in the
hearts of] the people on earth. And that is the meaning of Allah’s saying; “Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds - the Most
Mercitul will appoint for them affectjon.”
(67) l.u.u i s :}1.9 V) aSals Ui U_u.uﬂl )S.)J }lgl ‘Does man not remember that We created him before, while he was nothing?"The ayah
presents a |og|co1| argument to those who denied the Resurrection, which is clear to every sane person. The inevitable occurrence of the
Resurrection has been proven here by reminding man of his first creation, which is more impressing than bringing him back to existence. Allah (45)
said, “And it is He who begins creation; then He repeats it, and that is even easier for Him.” Although for Allah, the Able, everything is easy. For,
when He decrees a matter, He, ,only says fo it, ‘Be, and it is,
(59) I....c ug.n.b Wound Wogali lg2iils ogba.ll [P wals ‘o.@.).su oo al5d “But there came after them successors who neglected prayer and
pursued desires; so, they are going to meet evil’After mentioning how the Prophets and their guided followers were obedient to their Lord, and
how they would fall in prostration to Allah, weeping. Allah tells us that these righteous generations left behind them a type of people who were
bad. They wasted and neglected salah - they didn't pray on time or they were not concerned about its quality. And they became so absorbed by
their worldly ambitions. Then soon they will get lost or they will receive the punishment for their evil deed. Because neglecting salah is the
beginning of the slippery slope. From that point starts the downfall. Whosoever is neglectful about salah will be more so about anything else. Salah
is the backbone of religion and it is the best act of worship a believer would do.

| invoke the Most Merciful and seek His assistance every time | encounter a problem, and | ask Him to envelop me with His mercy, so that
every impossible becomes possible and every hardship becomes ease, and | find for every problem a way out of it.
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