Chapter “1”
Stopping (Waqf)

- Definition:

- Linguistically: Refrain and completely stop.

- Terminologically: Ending the recitation on the word for a period of time
during which the reciter takes a breath with the
intention of resuming the recitation and not the intention
of a complete end of the recitation.

- Prologue:

1. The origin of this chapter is based on what was narrated by Ebn Abi Molekah
from Om Salamah that the Prophet (pbuh) used to stop during his recitation
{Gaadall &5 b 2231} then a stop, {50 (a3 5V} then a stop, {o) 23 U} and
so on for each ayah.

2. It was also confirmed that when Imam Ali Ebn Abi Taleb was asked about the
meaning of the word Tarteel in the ayah {35 &1 &) 555}, He said that Tarteel
is pronouncing the letters accurately with Tajweed and knowing where and
when to stop.

- Rule:

- The stop is optional as long as there is nothing present that does not allow for
stopping or makes it a must.

- In the Quran, there is no area where the reader must stop or he will have
sinned, or a stop that was done that would be Haram. However, the topic of
pausing or not; it being a must or to refrain from it all depends on the way the.

meaning of the ayah will be understood correctly if a stop is performed or not.
Hence, if continuing without pausing will cause a change in the meaning of
the ayah, the pausing becomes a must; and if pausing will cause a
misunderstanding in the ayah, then continuing is a must. As was said:

"There is nowhere in the Quran where one must stop
and nothing is Haram without a reason. "

- The stop is mandatory if continuation changes the meaning.
- Continuation is mandatory if stopping changes the meaning.

- Prohibited to stop in the middle of any word or where it is connected in
writing/drawing such as "¢ in {4e3 5 W}




- Location: It occurs at the beginning of an ayah or the middle, and not in the middle
of aword or in what is connected through drawing.

- Condition: There must be a breath, otherwise it would be a pause (sakta).
- Types: There are 4 different types of stopping:
1.Testing Stop 2. Unplanned Stop 3.Waiting Stop 4. Optional Stop

1- Testing Stop

- Definition: Where the reciter stops in an area where it is not the usual place to stop
for the purpose of testing or teaching in order to show the rule of the
word stopped upon.

- Its Purposes: The reciter stops on a word to show its rule, with regards to:
A- Omitting and proving: As in the word """

- In e sl Csbias B 5 anl 5 Wle A3} where it is stopped upon
it to demonstrate the Ya'a
- However, in {;é"‘ﬁ\ 13332 Gae &N 3} it is stopped upon with omission of
the Ya'a.
B- The <and &: as in "si_«

‘Il

- In{&s &l a5 7 55 &l i} where it is stopd upon it witha <
- As for {&8& 3530 o) 5} it is stopd upon it with a Ha'a .
- Reason for name: This is called testing as it gives a response to a question or
teaches a learner as it is not the usual area to stop.

- Rule: stopping is permissible upon any word as long as this is done for the purpose
of testing or teaching.

-Condition: That the reciter then returns to say the ayah/word over again - if possible-
or to previous ayah/word where it is possible to start with.

2- Unplanned Stop

- Definition: Where the reciter is faced with an unexpected reason to stop such as
sneezing, lose of breath, or unable to recite due to forgetting, or
overcome by crying, or any other unplanned reason that causes them to
stop on any word.

- Reason for name: Due to its unplanned nature of causing the reciter to stop.
- Rule: stopping is permissible on any word until the unplanned event is over.

- Condition: That the reciter then resums the recitation by returning to the word that
was stopd upon to connect it -if permissible- or returning to the word
before it and continuing.




3- Waiting Stop

- Definition: It is stopping upon the Quranic word to fulfil the different narrations in
the ayah

- Reason for name: Called a waiting stop as the teacher awaits the student to
continue with the different narrations that were narrated in the
ayah being read.

- Rule: It is permissible to stop upon any word until reading it with the different in
the narrations even if the meaning is not reached. Upon completing the
different narrations, then it is a must to connect with the next words if they are
connected** in pronunciation and meaning.

4- Optional Stop

- Definition: It is stopping upon the Quranic word voluntarily as long as they are not
faced with an unplanned excuse or answering a question. It is called
optional as it is completely up to the reciter.

- Rule:

- It is permissible to stop upon as long as it does not change the meaning
upon which continuing is a must.

- It is permissible to commence with the word after the one stopped upon as
long as it is suitable to start with it or else one must return to the word
stopped upon and connect it with the rest of the recitation.

- Divisions: It is divided into 4 different sections according to type of connection **
of the word we stop on it to the word after it:

A- Complete (Tam), B- Sufficient (Kafi),
C- Pleasant (Hasan), D- Undesirable (Qabeeh)

** ]dentifying the Connection

Prnouncing Connection: Where what it is followed by is related to what was before it
as regards the Arabic Language structure rules as being

an adjective or stopping between verb & subject.

Meaning Connection: Where what it is followed by is related to what was before it as
regards the meaning only & not Arabic Language structure rules
as speaking about beleivers at the being of Sorat Al-Bagarah

where it only completes at (asslial),




A- Complete Stop (Al-Tam)

- Definition: It is stopping upon an individual word/sentence that has no relation
to what comes after it whether through pronunciation or meaning.

- Reason for name: Due to its completeness in meaning and pronunciation when
stopping.
- Types: It has 2 types:1- Waqgf Tam Lazim, 2- Wagf Tam Motlaq

1- Waqf Tam Lazim (Restricted)

- Definition: It is where one must stop and resume with what comes after. As the
meaning will be altered if it is connected to what comes after.

- Rule: One must stop upon it and must start with what comes after is.

- Reason for it: Due to its distortion of the meaning if it were to be connected to
what’s after it.

- Sign: Writing a ~on the word that one must stop upon.
- Examples:

o {203 i35 Y&} where one must stop upon "sel " because if it is connected to
the ayah after it{o il L (s s alxd U} it seems like the disbelievers said it
and that is not the case.

o {Osmats Gl Cuails W} stopping upon "ossew” is @ must because if it is
connected with what's after it {& e@-u 54l 5} then it would be
misunderstood that those who died and those who are alive are participating
together in the response.

2- Waqgf Tam Motlaq (Absolute)

- Definition: Where it is recommended to stop upon it and commence with what
comes after it.

- Rule:

- It is recommended to stop upon it and starting with what comes after which is
better than connecting them.

- This means that it is permissible to connect it with what follows as long as that
will not change the meaning.

- Sign: Writing () on top of the word that it is recommended to stop upon.

- Location: Usually happens at the end of the surah or end of the ayat, or at the end of
the stories or a certain group of rules. It may be at the middle of a verse
or even at its beginning.




- Examples: It occurs in 4 situations:

The end of the ayah: as (0s~li) a <lil 5i 5) and this is the end of the ayahs about

the believers and what comes after talks about the disbelievers.

Before the end of the ayah: as in ( ¥ laal ¢ sa,¥ 5 45 sy s il YLy ) sily ol
) and this is the last tribute to the messengers and prophets that Allah
(SWT) sent as role models to the people then He said: ( Luws Al A4S5),
In the middle of the ayah as in (s 3) 2 83 e Al al) and this is the
end of the oppressor's words then Allah says: ( ¥ oaslll (IS5),
The beginning of the ayah: ((Jllbs * (panas agile o5l oS3 s)which completes
the word and the word (ssw<xis at the head of the ayah.

B- Sufficient Stop (Kafi)

- Definition: It is a complete stop upon the word that is connected to what comes
after it in terms of meaning only and not pronunciation.

- Reason for name: It is called sufficient because stopping upon it is enough to give
the correct meaning without saying what follows as they are not
related pronunciation wise and this is the most permissible
stopping in the Quran.

- Rule: It is good to stop upon and resume with what follows similar to the complete
stop. However, the complete stop is better than sufficient stopping.

- Sign: Placing the Letter (z) or (=) on the word.

- Examples:

e Stopping on {csie’ Y 3538 21 21} and starting with {se5l8 e @ £33 where the
end of the ayah is totally unrelated in pronunciation but are related in terms of
meaning as they are both talking about the behaviours of the disbelievers.

o Stopping on {sieda 2b L3} and starting with {1540 &l s 0 & 522153} where the
end of the ayah is also not related pronunciation wise, but both are talking
about the actions of the hypocrites. This can occur in the end of the ayah or in
the middle as in {254 &5 wial 158 v 1 a0 Gl .




C- Pleasant Stop (Hasan)

- Definition: It is the complete stop upon a word that is related to what follows it in
terms of pronunciation and meaning.

- Reason for name: It is termed pleasant as it is better to stop upon it.

- Rule: It is better to stop upon it... As for commencing with what follows, that
depends on the type of pleasant stop as there are 2 types:

- Types: There are 2 types of pleasant stopping:
First: During the ayah:

- Example:_as in stopping on ( 4 ~w) or (4 2all) where the sentence is
complete and delivers the correct intended meaning. However, it
is related to what follows in terms of pronunciation and meaning.

- Rule: 1t is better to stop upon and not good to start with what follows as
agreed by all scholars as they are closely related.

Second: At the head of the ayah...and it comes in 2 forms:

A- Stopping does not result in a different meaning than what is intended
- Example: as in stopping on {osellall &5 4 dasiiy
- Rule: The scholar have 3 opinions:
1. It is good to stop upon and okay to start with what follows as stopping
upon the head of the ayah is Sunnah.

2. It is good to stop upon and okay to start with what follows only if it is

helpful to delivery the meaning or else then it is not good to start with.

This is as in {s53¥13 WY 3 656 L&, where "os_8i5" s the head of
the ayah but what follows is not helpful so it is better to start with what
came before it.

3. It is good to stop upon and not okay to start with what follows at wither

it is an end of verses or not.

B- Where stopping upon the head of the ayah delivers a different meaning
than the intended

- Example as in stopping on {&dasll 35}
- Rule: The scholars have 3 opinions:
1. Itis not permissible to stop upon and must connect.

2. It is permissible to stop upon and start with what follows on the

condition that the reciter is continuing the recitation and not halting.




3. It is permissible to stop upon it but not permissible to start with what
follow meaning that the reciter stops as per Sunnah to take a breath then

returns to connect it to what follows.

D- Undesirable Stop (Qabeeh)

- Definition: It is stopping upon a word that does not fulfil the meaning of the
sentence as it is closely related with what follows meaning and
pronunciation.

- Reason for name: Due to the unpleasant nature of it and lack of completeness in
meaning and pronunciation.

- Rule: 1t is not permissible for the reciter to stop upon it unless for an urgent need.
- Types: There are two types:
First: Stopping on a Sentence or Word That Does Not Make Sense

As it is closely related to what follows in meaning and pronunciation. For example,
stopping on s in {4 p1s}. Or "sead in {4 2},

- Rule: This is undesirable as it known to what it was added. In the case of an urgent
need then one must start with the word that was stopped upon if allowed

or else start from the one before it.

Second: Stopping on a Sentence or Word That Distorts The Meaning Intended
By Allah (SWT)
- Examples:
« Stopping upon the word: {33} in: {Asa ses Le Nia (o iy o) 350 Y 4 5
Stopping upon the word: {4} in: {<ll ¥} 41} (e a3}

Stopping upon the word: {1} in: {Aes 5 V) «ﬂﬁhj sh
Stopping upon the word: {Eal} in: s JSu a3l 5 33all | 5355 Y}

Stopping upon the word: {&ltlis} in: oel 2] Cpalllall 5 asad o £l e AN
{Lali Liae

- Rule: Where stopping upon such examples is extremely undesirable and
disagreeable due to its distortion and changing of the meaning. He who
intentionally does this has sinned




Common Signs of Stops

The scholars have dedicated signs to the different types of stops in the Qur’an to make
is easier for the reciter to read the Holy Quran the way intended by Allah (SWT). The
common signs are listed below:

" : Where one must stop as previously mentioned.
" uiﬁ " Where it is perm|35|ble to stop keeping in mind that stopping is
preferred to connectlng in this case and it is the complete (Tam).
"z " Where it is permissible to stop and it is equally liked to either pause or
continue and it is sufficient (Kafi).
"o Where it is permissible to stop keeping in mind that connecting is
preferable to stoppmg and it is sufficient (Hasan).
¥ ' 1 Where it is not permissible to stop upon and start with what follows as
agreed by all scholars... This occurs in 2 situations:
» The Undesired Stopping: It is not permissible to stop or starting with
what follows.
= The pleasant stopping: It is permissible to stop and not preferred to start
with what comes after.
“ & “: Where it is permissible to stop on either one but not permissible to stop
on both.




Review!

Review o : _ : :
O Stopping is ending the recitation on the word for a period of time
—~ during which the reciter takes a breath with the intention of resuming
<\..,-:.-; the recitation.
v e
\L | O Stopping is divided into four divisions: 1. Testing Stop 2. Unplanned
Stop 3. Waiting Stop 4. Optional Stop.

O Optional Stop is sub-divided into 4 divisions: Tamm — Kafi — Hasan
& Qabeeh.

—

[ Test Your Knowledge! ‘i?

A- Fill in the blanks:

1. Stopping is

2. Itis not allowed to ever stop on

3." g"isasign for meaning

4. The hasan stop is

B- Write the rule and its type for the following examples:




